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REPORT OF THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL AND THE CABINET MEMBER FOR REGENERATION 
TO THE 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 19th OCTOBER 2016

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the council the latest developments on various 
matters relating to the Regeneration, Communications, Strategic Projects and Greater Manchester 
Relationships Portfolio.

I will move on to speak about the various town centres across the borough and then move onto business 
parks and other matters, but first I would like to remind people of the financial challenges we still face. 

Facing the financial challenge
Severe government cuts to our grants have meant we have faced year-on-year budget cuts. So far that 
figure stands at nearly £160M. We are now in a position where there are no easy savings left to make 
and we’ll all have some difficult decisions to make going forward. Despite our best efforts frontline 
services may very well be affected.

My Cabinet colleagues have been working on the budget savings required for next year where £30 
million of cuts are needed to balance the books.

Cabinet has identified £18M of savings so far and I know some will be politically sensitive. 

Once several budget assumptions (Government grants etc) are firmed up later in the year, Cabinet will 
address the further £12M savings required.

This has now gone out to public consultation as we work through the challenges, before we embark on 
phase two which is due to start later in the year. 

ROCHDALE TOWN CENTRE
Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
Rochdale Town Centre continues to be a major priority for the council. Following the announcement that 
M&S, Next and Reel Cinema have completed agreements to occupy units in the ‘Rochdale Riverside’ 
development, we are continuing to secure other tenants to occupy the scheme and hope to make further 
announcements soon.  The Genr8 design team have recently completed the design and layout of the 
preferred scheme and intend to submit a detailed planning application in late October 2016.  The 
remaining tenant of Telegraph House has now relocated into the Post Office building on The Esplanade 
work and work has started to demolish Telegraph House. The demotion is expected to be complete 
before the end of 2016.  Once demolished, this will complete the clearance programme needed to make 
way for the Rochdale Riverside retail & leisure development.  

Rochdale Town Hall 
The Stage 1 Heritage Lottery Bid for the “Restoration & Revival” of the town hall was submitted in 
December 2015. The Heritage Lottery Fund was very enthusiastic about Rochdale Borough Council’s 
plans to revitalise our fantastic town hall, and have asked us to refine our bid and resubmit it in 
December 2016.  In order to support our revised bid a full condition survey of the building has recently 
been undertaken.  We are also revising the proposed internal layout plans based on consultation which is 
currently underway. The music service has occupied vacant space on the second floor of the building to 
allow better access to their services for the local community.    

Tetrosyl
Car parts giant Tetrosyl have moved into their £1million new headquarters in Rochdale Town Centre and 
took on an extra 33 local employees in the first week



Businesses meet at 1 Riverside
Over a hundred local company leaders attended a business breakfast event at No. 1 Riverside 
sponsored by Insider Magazine and the council. It was pleasing to hear so many local firms praise the 
support they received from the council and Rochdale Development Agency in helping them with their 
growth and investment plans.

Baillie Street public realm improvements
Designs for the new paving along Baillie Street and lower Yorkshire Street have been finalised. The 
works started on site in September and the scheme will improve the surfacing and install natural stone 
paving to complement that used around the recently completed river re-opening scheme and enhance 
the conservation area.  

Market 
A feasibility study to consider options for the relocation of the outdoor market and an indoor market hall 
has been completed. The study undertaken with Quarterbridge Ltd, a market specialist who has worked 
on other North West markets has recommended that the outdoor market is located on The Butts 
adjoining the recently completed river re-opening scheme.  The market will be run by an external 
operator and a procurement process to appoint the operator is underway.  It is proposed to submit a 
planning application for the outdoor market later in 2016. The options for an indoor market continue to be 
reviewed.

Town Centre Business Rates Scheme
Since the launch of the business rates support scheme in Rochdale town centre last year, there has 
been a flow of new private sector investments into the town.  The scheme was so successful in its first 
year that we have extended it to provide a further 30% discount in the third year of occupation, in addition 
to the 80% in year one and 50 % in year two. The scheme has also been extended to Heywood and 
Middleton town centres.  The extended scheme has been formally launched and since then a total of 
three properties across all three town centre have been awarded grants, with a further four applications 
currently being processed.

Independent Retail Business Support Scheme
Following the decision by the Government to end retail business rates relief we have decided to provide 
extra support to new independent retailers setting up a shop in our town centres.  The scheme provides 
up to £5,000 grant for fit-out/shop fronts for eligible retailers.  The terms and condition of this new 
scheme have recently been completed and we are currently in the process of formally launching it. 

Jobs and Investment Fund
Related to this is the news that we have decided to take our innovative £1M investment scheme to 
Parliament. We are asking the Government to match our investment fund pound for pound to double the 
amount we are able to offer local firms. The fund is used to attract firms to the borough, create jobs and 
apprenticeships and help them buy new machinery to boost productivity. It’s already helped create 
scores of new jobs.  

Rochdale Railway Station
Passenger numbers at the station have increased by 40% over the last four years.  It is expected this will 
continue to rise following the completion of an additional ‘turn back’ platform at the station earlier this 
year.  This will support additional services from Rochdale via Manchester Victoria to other parts of the 
north west region later this year

The completion of the Ordsall chord rail link will provide a direct Trans Pennine express rail service to 
Manchester airport via Piccadilly. 

The Council has recently met with representatives of Arriva North, the new franchisee and Network Rail 
to discuss the potential for further investment at Rochdale station as part of the new franchise.  This 
could include a new façade and passenger facilities and the matching refurbishment of the subway 
entrance onto Maclure Road.  This will enhance the attractiveness of this key gateway into the town 
centre for visitors and complement further investment in the area, such as the relocation of the Fire 
Service Museum.  



MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE

Edgar Wood & Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative
Works to the Edgar Wood designed former Guardian Newspaper buildings on Market Place are nearing 
completion. The works to the building which is now home to an Indian restaurant, include the 
reinstatement of a number of architectural features and a new shopfront, returning the buildings to its 
original proportions and making a huge contribution to an improved street scene on Market Place. Work 
will begin this month on 51-53 Rochdale Road and a scheme to restore the Exedra and Staircase within 
Jubilee Park is currently with the Heritage Lottery Fund for approval. We are developing a number of 
other projects for completion before the end of the THI in 2017, most notably the Long Street Methodist 
School.

Improvements to Northern Gateway to Middleton Town Centre
Capital Programme funded paving works have been completed on Market Place, Long Street, Rochdale 
Road and Mellalieu Street, with works due to be completed in November to repair the boundary wall to 
Jubilee Park and reinstate railings along the Long Street boundary of the park. We are engaging with 
local businesses and landlords to deliver a property improvement scheme along the gateway and a 
number of new businesses have opened within this area during this period.

Middleton Triangle
The public realm and property improvement scheme is progressing. The paving works are due to 
complete in October, with Jackson & Jackson having being appointed to complete the property 
improvements after winning the tender. The contractor will be meeting the tenants prior to start on site 
mid October. 

BUSINESS PARKS 

Kingsway Business Park
Within the last month, a planning application has been received for the extension of the JD Sports 
European Distribution Hub located at Kingsway Business Park, which will bring the total floorspace to 
nearly two million sq ft. This will create around 200 new full time jobs, bringing the total base employment 
figure to 1,200 which will increase in response to seasonal demand to over 2,000. This expansion will 
consolidate JD Sports position as a major employer in the borough, and Kingsway’s role as a 
strategically important business park with excellent motorway links.

The ‘Kingsway 216’ warehouse / distribution speculative building has now been completed. This 
opportunity is being extensively marketed, and whilst there have been a number of interested parties, no 
deal has yet been completed.

Construction work continues on four smaller speculative units, ranging in size from 35,000 to 75,000 sq ft 
at Plot K. Work is due to complete in late 2016, and this will help to diversity the overall Kingsway 
property portfolio.

The residential offer will shortly be increased, as Barratt Homes start work on a new phase of 
development adjacent to the Rochdale Canal. This will see a further 73 units constructed, in addition to 
the 167 which are nearing completion by David Wilson Homes and have proved very popular with 
residents. 

Finally at Kingsway, and in direct response to residents’ concerns, the bund to the rear of houses at 
Verdant Way has been extended. This is as a result of residents raising issues about the level of noise 
emanating from the ASDA distribution warehouse. The extension works have been funded by the 
Kingsway development partner, Wilson Bowden Developments.           

Hareshill Business Park (Heywood)
Work has completed on the 95,000 sq ft ‘Link 95’ unit at Hareshill Business Park and this is now 
available to the market, and is being marketed through the RDA’s Business & Investment Team. The 
launch is due to take place in October. 



Heywood Distribution Park
Work completed in May on the two new units– one 145,000 sq ft and the other 67,000 sq ft. Moran 
Logistics has signed a lease for the 67,000 sq ft unit to creative an additional north west hub and the 
larger unit is being marketed by the Park’s agents, CBRE. There is also interest in the last remaining plot 
on HDP, which could accommodate around 500,000 sq ft. Currently the business park is close to 90% 
occupancy, demonstrating the popularity of the location and the need for additional commercial space in 
this area.

Stakehill Industrial Estate
Howard Tenens are making significant progress with their refurbishment of the formerly vacant unit at the 
entrance to the Estate. When completed, this will deliver nearly 300,000 sq ft of floorspace which can be 
subdivided to meet the needs of a variety of occupiers. This property will come to the market in early 
2017. 

Commercial Estates Group who own around half of the estate has recently completed a number of deals 
which now sees the majority of their portfolio at Stakehill occupied. Most significant of these is the deal 
with Mansell Finishes, a company manufacturing window framing and partitioning solutions, who have 
taken a 65,000 sq ft unit which had been vacant for a number of years. This leaves very little available 
space on the industrial estate, with only the recently vacated Aldi units, the Tesco unit and the former 
Sainsburys unit available. One of the Aldi units has been bought by a developer and is being extensively 
redeveloped for relaunch to the market in 2017.

OTHER REGENERATION ACTIVITY 
M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme
Detailed design work has been progressing on the road link from Junction 19 of the M62 in recent 
months. An initial public engagement exercise was held in July, with a further round having just taken 
place in early October. The local business community have also been consulted. As mentioned in my last 
report, public funding has been secured from Transport for Greater Manchester for the road construction. 
The current intention is for a planning application to be submitted in mid November2016. 

Close the business rates loophole
A legal loophole means local authorities arehaving to write off millions of pounds in unpaid business 
rates. The LGA said some authorities were owed as much as £1.5M, as hundreds of thousands of 
pounds are owed by pubs, clubs and off-licences. I am campaigning for new powers to suspend the 
licences of these firms. I am writing to the Secretary of State to raise my concerns and to have this 
loophole closed.

COMMUNICATIONS
I hope that you have all seen and are regular readers of the new blog which I have started writing on the 
council’s website. This is my way of helping to communicate all of the excellent things that are happening 
in Rochdale and elsewhere in our borough. It is also somewhere where I can update residents about my 
work at the Greater Manchester spokesman for planning and housing.

The subjects I have touched upon so far include the GMCA flood report, which praised the way the 
council and our residents and businesses responded to the awful flooding which affected many areas last 
December, how we are working hard to improve our night time economy, how we plan to build better and 
more affordable homes – and why the government must take action to ensure that all parts of the country 
play a part in helping settle refugees and asylum seekers.

I also recently attended an excellent business event attended by more than 100 representatives of 
companies from all across the region. They were in Rochdale to hear about our exciting plans for growth, 
how we are helping companies expand and why many firms are choosing Rochdale as a location. Quite 
simply, it’s because we have great connections and we are a council that wants to work with businesses. 
I think that is a message that is getting through because we are seeing more and more investment and 
more interest in our borough.

We must capitalise on this interest and ensure that we remain ready to do business with those who want 
to invest in our borough.



Dame Gracie Fields Statue and Purple Plaque Trail
On the weekend of 16th to 18th September, Rochdale celebrated the life of Dame Gracie Fields, 
culminating in the unveiling of a bronze statue of the town’s most famous daughter close to the Town 
Hall. The event which attracted hundreds of visitors and widespread television, radio and newspaper 
coverage, saw performances from a volunteer choir and actress Sue Devaney, with the unveiling 
performed by show business legend Roy Hudd. The event also saw the launch of a Purple Plaque Trail 
guiding residents and visitors around key landmarks in the life and career of the celebrated singer, 
actress and comedienne. The statue, created by sculptor Sean Hedges-Quinn, was commissioned in 
partnership with Rotary of Rochdale East and the Gracie Fields Appreciation Society, with financial 
support from GrantScape and developer contributions. Associated works included the re-modelling of 
Christmas Tree Island to create a consistent high quality public realm linking the newly open river to the 
Town Hall.

Well done Hornets
And finally, it’s a big well done to our rugby league team, the Hornets on their dramatic promotion to the 
Championship after a last-gasp victory in France against Toulouse. We are planning to hold a civic 
reception for them to celebrate their success. 

Councillor Richard Farnell
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration

Thank you Mr Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council about these 
or any other matter relating to the Portfolio.


